INTRC pJCTION.

7 REVIOUS to the building ot _ _ Pacific Railroad, the vast

territory through which it passe$RO‘~zomparatively unknown,
and the opinions entertained respectin@%is resources and utility
were vague and uncertain. These opinions have already, to a
great extent, been modified. Although but' a few years have
elapsed since its completion, the influence of the: Railroad upon
the development of the West has been felt as a mighy power of
civilization. A more aceurate knowledge of this extensive region
has established the fact that it possesses all the essential ¥lements
of material wealth and greatness. The westward movement of
immigration has received a new impulse from the opening to
settlement of the Trans-Missouri country, and thousands from the
older States and from Europe have found new homes on the iine of
this great railroad. In order that a still more definite understand-
ing of the territory traversed by the Union Pacific Railroad, and
its connections with other sections of the country, may be obtained,
careful attention is asked to the three maps which accompany this
pamphlet.

Tae First Map, on the,cover, shows the United States, with a
portion of British America on the North, and Mexico on the
South. The lines of latitude and longitude are given, so that the
locality of any point on the Union Pacific Railroad can be com-
pared with the localities of places in Europe, or other parts of the
world. The line of the great Pacific Railroad, with its connec-
tions stretching from the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean, is shown in
its relative position on the North American continent.

Tae SecoNp Map, drawn on a larger scale, also exhibits the
Union Pacific Railroad, its-connections and Land Grant. It is
more especially designed to represent the Great Central Belt of
the North Temperate Zone, within which is concentrated the mass
of the population, enterprise and wealth, and the educational,
agricultural and manufacturing interests of North America.

Study this map caretully; the boundaries of the State, and the
localities of important points are correctly shown. Observe the
central location of the Union Pacific Railroad lands. They are
between the 40th and 42d parallels of north latitude, and midway




B INTRODUCTION.

between the Atlantic and Pacific oce'ns. On the east are the
great commercial cities of the cour west of them are the
richest and most extensive mineral ons on the globe. These
lands are crossed by the Trans-C-- _dental Railroad, the worla’s
highway, and all the great tr
Middle and Western States.

Tre Toikp Maep rep, the Great Valley of the Platte, in
the State of Nebraska, ugh which the Union Pacific Railroad
extends for 400 mlles, and in which are located the lands offered
for sale by the:Oompany. The Platte Valley is from five to
fifteen miles in, .width, and consists of gently undulating bottom
lands, skirted by low rounded hills, and crossed by timber-bordered
streams, < I.t Thas long been recognized as one of the imost fertile
and beaatiful regions in America. . It was formerly the favorite
dwelling place of many tribes of Indians, and the ruins of their
villages are scattered at frequent intervals throughout its whole
extent; millions of buffalo and other grass-feeding animals sub-
sisted surgmer and winter on the nutritious grasses that eover its
surface. The building of the Union Pacific Railroad through
this valley has opened to settlement and brought within four days
distance from the seaboard cities one of the richest and most
delightful localities in the United States. Trains of emigrants,
with their families, their flocks and their herds, are steadily
moving into this valley; their neat houses are dotting the plains,
and the broad, smooth prairies are fast being transformed into
happy homes and cultivated farms. Towns and villages are
springing up and growing in size and influence, and the evidence
of industry and thrift is visible on every hand. Thousands of enter-
prising people from the older States and from Europe are every
year taking advantage of the splendid opportunity here presented
to men of small means to acquire homes in a rich, productive
country, on the line of a great railroad, where, in connection with
cheap lands, are found all the advantages of an old settled eom-
munity. There still remains a large amount both of free home-
stead and railread land of the best guality, that may be obtained
by emigrants at a comparatively small cost. It is to give correct

information in regard to these lands, and to explain how they may
be obtained, that this book is published.

directly to them.

NoTe.—People in England will bear in mind, when calculating prices as given in
this book that one pound sternng (£1) is equal "to about five dollars ($6) in money of
the United states.

nes of railway in the Eastern, :

¢
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION.

HE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD, beginning at Omaha,

on the Missouri river, extends through the State of Nebraska,
erosses the northeast corner of Colorado and Southern Wyoming,
and at Ogden, in Utah, in the valley of the Great Salt Lake, con-
nects with the Central Pacific Railroad for San Francisco and the
Pacific coast.

By the completion of the great Missouri River Bndge at
Omabha, the last link has been-supplied, and railroad connection
established from ocean to ocean.

The grand project of uniting the Atlantic and Pacific oceans by
railroad, was first brought prommently before the American people
by Asa Wlntney, of New York. At a meeting held under his
auspices in Philadelphia, on the 23d day of December, 1846, a -
movement was inaugurated for the purpose of interesting the pub-
lic mind and securing the aid of the government in the accomplish-
ment of this great enterprise. Earnest discussions followed, in
which the ablest minds in the nation participated, extending over
a period of nearly twenty years, during which various plans were
urged, extensive _explorations made, and ‘the practicability of the
different routes thoroughly canvassed.

These efforts culminated on the first of July, 1862, in the
passage, by the United States Congress, of an act incorporating the
Union Pacific Railroad Company, and the adoption of the Central
Route. The organization of the company took place October 29th,
1863; ground was broken with appropriate ceremonies December
2d, 1863; the first contract for construction was let early in 1864
and the great work formally commenced.

The progress of the work was characterized by an exhibition
of energy, enterprise, and engineering skill, and by a rapidity of
construction, without a parallel in the annals of railroad building;
and on the 10th day of May, 1868, the junction of the Union and
Central Pacific Railroads was effected, near the head of Great Salt
Lake, in the Territory of Utah.

The wisdom of the selection of the Central Route has been
fully demonstrated in the comparative ease with which this line is
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operated through the entire year. The boldest predictions of its
early and persistent advocates have been more than realized in the
rapidly accumulating business it has been required to transact.
The rich commerce and travel of the East, and of the Islands of
the Pacific, have been diverted from the channels through which
they had hitherto passed, into that which insures the safer and
more expeditious transit. But, immense as is the through busi-
ness of this great road, it is destined, at no distant period, to be
surpassed by the local business springing up at every station on
the long line. Its accumulating business furnishes employment
to thousands of officials, mechanics and laborers, the supplying of
whose wants creates a demand for the farmer and merchant, de-
veloping a reciprocity of interests, and increasing the business and
income of the road. Already, long trains heavily freighted with
the agricultural products of the Platte Valley, are moved west-
ward, distributing their contents among the pastoral and mining
districts of Colorado, Wyoming and Utah, and return, bringing
the ore, bullion, coal and cattle of thesaregions to Eastern markets,
. thus developing a traffic which will soon become of great import-
ance.
: THE LAND GRANT.

The lands granted the company to aid in the construction of the
road, consist of the alternate sections, or square miles, in a belt
forty miles in width, and one thousand and thirty-two miles in
length, and extend from Omaha, on the Missouri, to Ogden, in
Utah; they are contained in a breadth of twenty miles on each
side of the track, along the entire length of the road, and comprise
about nineteen thousand square miles, or twelve million acres of
coite farming, grazing and mineral lands.

LOCATION OF THE LANDS.

These lands are located in the Central portion of the United
States, between the 40th and 42d parallels, the favored latitude of
America and Europe, and the great agricultural and commercial
belt, towards which the east and west lines of the world’s travel
and trade are rypidly tending, and which is each year assuming a
larger control of its population and husiness. They extend through
Central Nebraska, Southern Wyoming, and Northern Colorado and
Utah, and include the broad, fertile valleys of the Platte, Lodge
Pole and Bear Rivers, the celebrated Laramie plains, and the rich
iron and coal fields of Wyoming and Utah. The sections desig-
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nated by odd numbers belong to the Railroad Company, the even
numbered sections within the same limits are reserved by the
Government for actual settlement, and can be obtained only under
the provisions of the Homestead, Pre-emption and Timber Cul-
* ture laws. By this means the Government lands are kept out of
the grasp of the speculator, and preserved for the settler and his
children. )
THREE CLASSES OF LANDS.

The Iands on the line of the Union Pacific Railroads may be di-
- vided into three classes, each class having its peculiar advantages,
and receiving its designation from what seems likely to form its
predominant business, viz: Agricultural Lands, embracing the
State of Nebraska within the first three hundred miles west of the

Missouri river ; Grazing Lands extending from the Forks of the
Platte through the Laramie Plains in Wyoming; the Mineral
Lands, comprising the territory between the Black Hills and Wa-
satch Mountains, in Utah.

LANDS IN MARKET.

A portion of these lands, extending through Nebraska, and em-
bracing parts of Utah and the valley of Salt Lake, have been placed
in market by the company, and are offered to purchasers at low
price and upon very favorable terms of payment. Equal facilities
for obtaining pleasant homes, and acquiring competence and inde-
pendence, have never before been presented to the immigrant and

“settler. -
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NEBR-ASKA.

' GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION. .
Nebraska lies between the 40th and 43d parallels of north Iatl-

tude, and the 96th and 104th degrees of longitude west fronr Green-
wich, and occupies the most favorable geographical position on the
American continent. It extends from the Missouri river westward
to the base of the Rocky mountains, with an extreme length of four
hundred and thirty, and a width of two hundred and eight miles.
It has a total area of about 76,000 square miles, or nearly 50,000,-
000 acres of the best farming and grazing lands in America. There
are no mountains nor high hills in the State; but the entire surface
consists of undulating prairie, broad tables, and rich bottom lands.
The whole State rises from the Missouri river to its' western
boundary, with a gradual ascent from one thousand to five thousand
feet, giving a perfect drainage, a dry, clear, bracing atmosphere,
and a climate remarkably temperate and healthful.
- HISTORY.
N ebraska was organized as a Terriiory in 1854, under the famous
" Kansas and Nebraska act, and in the spring of 1867 was admitted
into the Union as the thirty-seventh State. Since becoming a
State, its progress in population and material prosperity has been
rapid and substantial. Twelve hundred miles of railroad are al-
ready in operation, and many more under construction, or pro-
jected. The effect has been to greatly enhance values, and to stim-
ulate growth, enterprise, immigration, commerce and business of
every kind.

POPULATION.

No State has shown a more rapid growth than Nebraska, since its
admission into the Union. Already it has the appearance of an
old settled country. Well cultivated farms, school houses, and vil-
lages meet the eye in every direction. The interest taken in tree-
planting is fast covering the hillsides and prairies with thrifty
groves. The population in 1860 was 28,651; in 1870, 122,993, an
increase of 300 per cent. during a period of ten years, the greater
portion of increase occurring during the last three years. The cen-
sus of 1878 gives a population of 313,841.
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CLIMATE.

The climate of this State is the most delightful and healthful of
the temperate zone. It is milder than in the same latitnde in the
Eastern States, and the atmosphere is dry and pure. Statistical
tables, carefully compiled from a series of observations extending
through many years, show the following mean temperature; spring,
49 © ; summer, 74° ; fall, 51 © ; winter, 31°. Mean and- annual
temperature, 51 °.

The heat of summer is tempered by the prairie winds, and the
nights are cool and comfortable, The autumns are like a long
Indian summer, frequently reaching into the latter part of Decem-
ber. The winters are usually short, dry and invigorating, with but
little snow.” Cold weather seldom lasts beyond three months, with
frequent intervals of mild, sinny days. The fall of snow is gener-
ally light, alwaysdry, and remains but a short time upon the ground.

The roads in winter are hard, dry and smooth. The greatest
amount of rain occurs during the agricultural months, affording
sufficient moisture for the growth of the soil. During fall and
winter, the weather is usually dry.

HEALTHFULNESS.

Among the most attractive characteristics of Nebraska is the
wonderful salubrity of its climate. This fact is universally ad-
mitted by all conversant with its history, and fully sustained by
medical statistics. From its central location it escapes at once the
cold, long winters of the Northern, and the hot, relaxing influence
of the Southern States. Distant from the oceans and great lakes.
it is exempt from the chilly, damp winds, mists and fogs, so preva.
lent in the countries bordering on large bodies of water. There
are no swamps nor stagnant pools, and fever and ague, and othe:
disorders arising from miasmatic influences, so common in many
of the fairest portions of the West, are here almost unknown. Nc¢
part of the United States is less afflicted with epidemic diseases
The high altitude, bracing character of the atmosphere, and purity
of the water, render this State peculiarly favorable to persons pre
disposed to pulmonary and rheumatic diseases. Many thus af
flicted have been greatly relieved or entirely cured by a residenc:

here.
RAIN-FALL.

The following table, which is compiled from the reports of the
Department of Agriculture, at Washmgton, shows the rain-fall ir
Nebraska, compared with the rain-fall in other States, for the year
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1863-73, inclusive, a period of eleven years. It will be seen that
while the mean annual rain-fall in Nebraska is less than twenty-
nine inches during the six months beginning with April and
ending with September, it is nearly as great as that of each of the
five leading States with which the comparison is made, and actually
exceeds that of the State of Illinois.

3 '~y .é

1863—1873. = | 5| s | 8 S

S § § S S N

) . I = = =

ELEVEN YEARS S g g 3 5 S

' WINTER MONTHS. -
JANUATY coeecererrnnninnenninnresionienenaannens . 2.11 | 2.63 | 3.16 | 3.16 | 2.99
February ..... R 1.98 | 167 | 1.94 | 2.27 | 241
December . 239 | 227 299 3.02| 3 19
SPRING AND FALL. 371 648 | 6 _47_ 809 | 8.45 | 859
March ............. 336 | 3.05| 3.i8 | 360 | 325
October. ..... 305 (| 2.67 | 2.26 | 2.43 | 3.75
November 6 | 1.78 171 268 | 2.43 | 3.47
AGRICULTURAL MONTHS. 4.09 | 819 | 7.33 | 872 | 846 11047
APHLeeiierecrentesreeraeeneesresnnane, 279 | 3.19 | 3.24 | 3.22 | 3.30 | 3.09
May .. 449 | 380 | 3.35|°845| 316 | 3.40
June 407 881 | 3.07| 8.21 | 890 | 3860
July ... .| 8.68 | 4.07| 405 | 471 | 4.09 | 354
AUGUSL,.ccc.cuvnieiirietrnninenrieceiainanenens 279 | 8.24 | 8.17 | 3.69 | 4.00 | 4.37
Beptember........cceeutvmeriniiisiiiernennnn.. 304 | 875.| 845 | 422 8.70 | 322
0.86 |20.86 |20.33 | 22.50 [22.15 |21 12
Total inches...........cccce.civruennnn. 98.66 135.53 134.13 139 31 /39 06 140.18

It has been impossible to procure a correct record of rain-fall
since 1878, the same not having been kept. As a matter of fact it
has been greater than during the period given.

WATER RESOURCES,

An impression prevails to some extent in the Eastern States that
Nebracka is deficient in water supply and subject to frequent
droughts. This impression is entirely erroneons. No section of
the West is more abundantly watered with streams, both large and
emall. The Platte, a wide. shallow river, flows through the whole
length of the State, dividing it into two nearly equal parts. The
Niobrara, Loup, Elkhorn, Wood and Big Blue rivers, and Prairie,
Shell, Maple, Logan, Wahoo and hundreds of other creeks fur-
nish mill sites and water privileges, and amply attest the
abundance of moisture in the State. Professor Samuel Aughey,
of the Nebraska State University, and, who, as an explorer
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and naturalist, has probably traveled over the State more extensive-
ly than any other person, says: “No map that I have seen does
Jjustice to the numberless sinall streams that are found in this State.
I have frequently come across small streams, with beautiful bet-
toms, where even the published plats of the public surveys failed
to indicate them. In fact there are large areas of the State where
running water can be found on every section, and often on every
quarter section of land. 'Where such water resources do not exist
it can be easily obtained by digging or boring to a certain depth.”
= The water of the streams is clear, sweet and pure; that obtained
by digging, though it is what is generally termed “hard water”
from the solutlon it contains of carbonate and lime, is cool, palata-
ble and healthful. Water is obtained in the valleys at a depth
varying from ten to forty feet, and while it is often necessary on
the table lands to go to a greater depth, the ease with which the
soil can be penetrated ma.kes the sinking of a well comparatively
inexpensive. Where running water is not at hand, it has been
_found by experience to be the cheapest and best way to supply wa-
ter for stock and for domestic use, tosink a well by digging or bor-
ing, and work the pump by a wind-mill. The low prices at which
wells can be dug and wind-mills erected, have brought the latter
into general use.

THE SOIL.

Possesses several important characteristics that distinguish it from
the soil of nearly all other sections of the United States, and make
it one of the most valuable for agricultural purposes in the world.
The peculiarities are due to the geological formasion of its surface,
which are composed of three different deposits, known to geologists
as Drift, Loess and Alluvium.. Thefirst of these deposits constitute
the surface soil in some places, but is generally found directly be-
low the Loess. Where the Drift comes to the surface, as on some
of the hillsides of Lancaster, Saunders and Butler counties, it is
indicated by the presence of pebbles, gravel, and sometimes bowl-
ders of considerable size sticking up through the soil. This ac-
counts for Yhe existence of o'ravel in some limited locahtnes, while
over the greater portion of the State the surface is entirely free
from these substances. But the deposit to which Nebraska is
chiefly indebted for the great fertility of its soil and its supe-
riority as an agricultural State, is variously known as Loess,
Lacastrine, or the bluff formation. This is one of the most remark-
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able deposits in the world. It covers at least three-fourths of the
surface of the State, including the Platte Valley and Central N e-
braska. The soil formed by this deposit possesses many remarka-
ble peculiarities. It is perfectly homogenous throughout and of
almost uniform color, however deep the soil or how far apart the
specimens may be taken. It is impossible to plow too deep, and it
can never be exhausted until every hill and valley of which it is
composed are entirely worn away. It is a dark loam, composed
largely of finely powdered silica, with about ten per cent. of lime,
and is entirely free from stones and gravel. Under the plow it be-
comes wonderfully loose and mellow. The subsoil is similar to
that of the surface, and is remarkable for the entire absence of hard

pan. It has the singular property of resisting both unusual wet

and continued drouth; the most copious rains percolate through

the soil, which in its lowest depths retains the water like a huge

sponge. In seasons of dry weather the moisture comes up from

below by capillary attraction. From this cause the natural veget-

ation and well-cultivated crops in Nebraska are “neither dried out

or drowned out,” as is often the case in States east of the Missouri

river.

The ground does not bake, and may be worked to advaniage
within a few hours after a long rain. Surface mud dries up very
soon after the rain has ceased, and deep mud is rare. Nowhere are
there more excellent roads, winter and summer, than in this State,
and traveling is easy all the year through. Excavation to al-
most any depth can be made with a spade, yet such is the te-
nacity of the soil, that among the farmers cellars are rarely walled
at all, and wells frequently to a point only above the water line.
This property of the soil was often turned to account by the early
settlers, who cut out from the hillsides comfortable shelters for
their families and stock, and made ‘the “Dug-out” a familiar and
friendly term in the pioneer vocabulary.

PRODUCTIONS.

Nebraska is pre-eminently an agricultural State. With its fifty
wmillion acres of rich, arable land, the great fertility and productive
power of its soil, and its genial,salubrious climate, it is destined at no
distant period to occupy the front rank among the great fruit-pro-
ducing sections of this country. The increase in acreage of the great
staples since 1870, as shown by report of the Department of Agricul-
ture at Washington, is truly marvelous. The following shipments of
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Nebraska products from towns on the Union Pacific Railroad dur-
ing 1876, are a fair mdlcatmn of the condition of things throufrhout

the State:

SHIPPED EAST.

Flour and grain........
Potatoes, ete...........
~ Other produets.........

.....

....135,599,742 pounds. -

5,545,507 ¢
2,173,605 « |

Live stock. ..... 2,063 cars, or 41,260,000 T

...184,578,854 pounds.

SIIIPPED WEST.

Flour and grain........
Potatoes, etc...........
Other products.. ... e

o s

23,704,701 pourids.
13,816,441  «
5,000,000

Live stock........ 67 cars, or 1,740,000 ¢

.....44,261,142 pounds.

Making a total of Nebraska
products shipped in 1876, of 228,839,996 pounds.

In the production of wheat, Nebraska especially excels.

The av-

erage yield per acre throughout the whole State for a period of ten
years is not less than twenty bushels per acre, while there are many
instances each year where, with thorough tillage, the yield has been

from thirty to forty bushels.

The grain is of a superior quality and
commands a liigher price in the market than other wheat.

Corn is .

cultivated with great success, particularly in the Platte Valley,
along the line of the Union Pacific Railroad. The yield on ground
broken in the spring (sod ground) is from twenty to forty-five bush-
els per acre, and on old gropnd from fifty to seventy-five bushels.
In some cases where the cultivation is more than usually thorouo-h,

the yield is still more favorable.

Oats, rye, barley, flax, potatoes,

and other crops usually raised in the Eastern and Middle States, do
remarkably well, and large returns are realized. Sweet potatoes,
sorghum, tobacco, etc., are easily and profitably grown. Root crops
yield very largely, and it is believed that by soil and climate the
Platte Valley is peculiarly adapted to the cultivation of the sugsr
beet, which forms so large and important a product of France and

other countries in Europe.

FRUIT.

The freedom from severe frosts during the months of May and
September, in connection with the dry winters and warm, quick
soil, renders this State eminently adapted to the cultivation of fruit.
Apples, pears, peaches, plums, cherries, grapes, currants, berries,
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ete., have been sufficiently tésted to prove that they can be produced
with ease and profit. The intelligent attention given to fruit cul-
ture by the leading agriculturists of the State, has been amply re-
warded. In no part of the West are found ﬁner or more thrifty
orchards; and the fruit displayed at recent State and County fairs
has been especially remarked for its excellent quality, large size and
healthy appearance. At the annunal meeting of the American Pom-
ological Society, convened at Richmond, Virginia, September, 1871,
Nebraska exhibited one hundred and forty-six varieties of apples,
fifteen of peaches, thirteen of pears, one of plums, and one of grapes,
and was awarded the first premium of $100 for the best collection
of different species of fruit. A similar success was achieved for
Nebraska fruit at the annual meeting of this same society at Bos-
ton, in September, 1873, and at Chicago in 1875. Wild fruits,
plums, grapes, berries, ete., grow luxuriantly in the groves along
the streams, and on the prairies, and are a valuable product to the
early settler, supplying the-place of the cultivated varieties before
théBe have had time to grow.

LIVE STOCK RAISING.

The fact has been thoroughly established that farming cannot be
carried on successfully, for any series of years, where the attention
is devoted to grain growing exclusively. Grain growing should al-

’ ways be accompanied with the raising of cattle, horses, sheep or
swine, and the country which affords the best facilities for the pro-
duction of both grain and live stock, offers the best mduCﬁ\I ments to
settlement. This in an eminent degree is the case with Nebraska
and the lands on the line of the Union Pacific Railroad. The yield
of coarse grains and root crops are not surpassed in any part of the
United States, and the rich bottom lands of the valleys of the
Platte, Elkhorn, Loup Fork, Papillion, Maple, Shell, Logan, 4nd
Pebble creeks, Wood river, Wahoo, Big Blue, and many other
streams, present extensive tracts of the finest meadow land in
America. The broad prairies, covered with a rich growth ot sucou-
lent grasses, and abundantly supplied with water, will for years to
come furnish wide ranges of free pasturage. The mildness of the
climate, freedom from winter rains, light snow-fall, and absence of
swamps and low marshes, in connection with the excellent market
advantages afforded by the Union Pacific Railroad and its branches,
render this State peculiarly adapted to stock raising. The grasses

of the bottom and table lands are extremely nutritious. They con-
sist of varieties known as blue-joint, red-stem, bunch and Buffalo
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grasses, and are fully equal for hay and grazing purposes t
timothy, clover, and other cultivated grasses of the older St
and for winter grazing far excel any grasses grown _at the:
These wild grasses cut from one and a half to three tons per
The raising of horses, mules, cattle, sheep and swine, is more
more engaging the attention of our farmers, some of whom are
ing special care to the introduction of superior breeds with gr.
ing results. '

With its wide range of pasturage, its superior quality of n
grasses, its numberless streams and springs of clear, pure wate
mild, dry and healthful climate, and its unsurpassed market f
ties, Nebraska is one of the finest stock countries in the world.

DAIRYING. .7t~

Bnutter and cheese making should receive the careful attenti
the farmers of Nebraska, not only on account of the peculiar a
ability of this country to these enterprises, but because butter
cheese are rapidly becoming the most important and profitat
our agricultural products. Some idea of the immense propor
to which the dairy business has attained during the past few
may be formed by reference to the census reports of 1870. Th
nual products, as there given, for the single State of New
were 107,147,526 pounds of butter, 22, 769,964 pounds of ct
and 135,767,919 gallons of milk sold. The average price of |
butter in Nebraska during the past year has not been less
twenty-five cents per pound, and that of cheese twelve cents. ¥
we consider the rapidly increasing demand for these articles
the new settlements and towns on the Union Pacific Railroad,
the mining districts of the mountains, and from the Pacific -
we can see no probability that these prices will soon be d:
ished. Five hundred factories, with an average of four hm
cows each, might be profitably worked in the Platte Valle
tween Omaha and Cheyenne. If dairying is found so profi
in New York and other States, where lands range from $75 to
per acre, how much more remunerative must it prove in the I
Valley, where the pasturage to an unlimited extent is virtually
and hay costs but little more than the labor of securing it.
is a rich field for investment, where large profits are sure, anc

ures impossible, and it is well worth the serious attention of
mers and business men.
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SHEEP RAISING AND WOOL GROWING.

The State ot Nebraska is admirably adapted to the raising of ;

sheep and the production of wool. The surface of the country is
remarkably smooth and dry; the hills and uplands are covered with
a sweet, nutritious grass, of which sheep are very fond, and upon
which they subsist and thrive during the larger portion of the year.
The grasses of the valley furnish an excellent quality of hay. The
winters short and dry, and the fall of snow usually light. The at-
mosphere is llealthtul and diseases common among sheep in the
older States and damper climates are here almost unknowu The
sheep an! wool interest in Nebraska has already attained much im-
portance, and is rapidly growing. Every intelligent attempt at
sheep farming here has been attended with gratifying results.

MARKETS.

Ip market advantages Central Nebraska, and the lands of the
Unioun Pacific Railroad Company, are remarkably favored. Along
the eastern border flows the Missouri river, affording cheap water
transportation to the distant territories on the north and the sea-
board on the south. Eastward five competing trunk lines of rail-
way, with branches penetrating every section of the country, con-
nect them with Chicago, St. Louis and other eastern markets. But
the market most important to these lands, and the one which ab-
sorbs the great bulk of their surplus products, is found on the west,
in the immense mining and grazing regions of Colorado, Wyoming,
Montana, Utah, and the Black Hills. These territories contain a
large and rapidly increasing population of consumers, who depend
entirely for sustenance upon the productions of the Platte Valley
and Central Nebraska, which are only reached by the Union Pacific
Railroad.

During 1876, 228,840,998 pounds ot the agricultural products of
Nebraska from the line of the road were carried by the Union Pa-
cific Railroad, and sold at far better prices than could be obtained
for similar products by the farmers of Iowa, Illinois, and the more
Eastern States.

In the early history of other Western States, great inconvenience
and many hardships resulted from the want of markets. Settlers
were compelled to haul their grain many miles over bad roads and
unbridged streams, and then sell at very low prices, until relieved
by the construction of railroads. Settlers on the lands of this com-
pany find a great railroad already constructed, and long trains, con-
veying the travel and commerce of the world, daily passing within
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convenient distance from their homes, and furnishing at every
tion a market for their surplus productions, wheré the highest pr
may be demanded and obtained, and from which grain and s
may be conveyed, WITHOUT BREAKING BULK, to the great market
the East, West and South.

TIMBER.

Nebraska is almost exclusively a prairie State. It containt
dense forests, requiring the toil of a life-time to remove in orde
open a farm. WHer beautiful valleys and undulating plains
ready at once for the plow, and to reward the first labors of
husbandman with abundant crops; yet there is no scarcit)
timber for immediate use. In the towns of the interior, and al
the line of the railroad, wood for fuel is sold at prices often lo
than in many towns of the same size in the older and timb
States. Along the margin of nearly every stream, on the bh
and in the ravines, more or less timber is found, often expanc
into extensive groves. Among the settlements where the fires
kept out, trees spring up spontaneously, and grow with g
rapidity. Large tracts which, but a few years since, contained
a single shrub, have thus become thickly covered. with a thr
growth of young timber.

The'principal indigenous trees are the cottonwood, elm, ash,
elder, soft maple, the different varieties of oak, black walnut, h
berry, hickory, willow and cedar. Hackberry is a half hard-w«
unknown in the east. Cottonwood is a light, porous, yellow
white wood, of remarkably quick, hardy growth. It is much v
for building purposes, and, as a fuel, makes a quick, hot fire.
should be the first care of the settler in this State to set apa
portion of his farm for the growing of trees. Ten acres of cott
wood, hackberry and black walnut, planted eight feet apart e
way, and cultivated five years, will thereafter supply all the fe
1osts and fuel required for an ordinary farm. Many farmers
different parts of the State are now reaping the fruits of their fi
sight and care in this respect, and are abundantly supplied w
timber from groves of their own planting. Nebraska has the ho
of being one of the first States to encourage the planting of trees

legislative enactment.
FENCING.

Among the most frequent questions of persons contemplat
moving to a new State are those relating to the cost of fenci
Well may this subject engage their thoughtful attention. On
ordinary farm in the Eastern States, the putting up and keeping
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repair of fences involves a greater outlay of money and labor than !
all the necessary buildings, and forms by far the most burdensome
tax the farmer is’' compelled to meet. In Nebraska the herd law

does away with the necessity of fences. Every man is responsible '

for the care of his own stock, and the injustice of requiring the

small farmer, with few or no stock, to devote a large part of his
capital and time to protect himself from his more fortunate neigh-
bor’s large herd is avoided. This principle has worked well in
Nebraska, and gives universal satisfaction. Fencing here is abso-
lutely unnecessary. Cases occur, however, where from force of
habit, or of early associations, a farmer will fence his land. For
such persons there are, first and cheapest, the sed fence, whieh
answers a good purpose, and costs only the labor and time to burild
it; second, the wire fence, costing about seventy-five cents per rod;
third, the board fence, which may be constructed at a cost of one
dollar and thirty cents per rod; but the most popular and least
objectionable is the hedge. Of these there are several varieties;
that most in use is the Osage Orange. This plant is easily culti-
vated, grows rapidly, and in three years forms a hedge sufficient to
turn stock. Hedges form a good wind break, furnish shade and
shelter for stock, and give a pictnresque appearance to the farm.

LUMBER AND BUILDING MATERIAL.

The native lumber is chiefly cottonwood. It can be obtained at
moderate figures, and answers a very useful purpose in building.
Pine and other prepared Iumber is shipped directly from the great
lumber markets of the East, without breaking bulk, and is sold at
convenient points on the line of the road, at prices but little in ad-
vance of Eastern rates. Quarries of excellent building stone have
been opened at different points; and good brick material is found
in every portion of the State.

MANUFACTURING ADVANTAGES.

The development of the manufacturing interests of this State has
not received the attention its importance demands. Nowhere are
grander opportunities presented to persons with capital and skill to
engage in manufactures, without competition, and with a certainty
of realizing large profits. That portion of the State which is most
thickly settled is intersected by hundreds of clear, running streams,
with ample fall, affording abundance of water power and many fine
mill privileges. Although coal, in paying quantities, has not thus
far been developed in this State, yet that portion which is tributary
to the Union Pacific Railroad is abundantly supplied with cheap
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‘uel, for all manufacturing purposes, from the exhanstless mines or
the line of this road. IFoundries, manufactories of agricultural im.
plements, tanneries, paper, woolen and flour mills, cheese factories
and many other branches of manufacturing industry, are demanded
to meet the constantly increasing wants of the State. The packing
of meat, and the manunfacture of beet sugar, also invite serious at
tention. The peculiar location of Nebraska, as the point of con
centration of the {mmense stock business rapidly developing at the
‘West, the wonderful adaptability of its soil and climate to the pro
duction of the raw material, its great market facilities and favorable
commercial position, offer unrivalled inducements to the capitaljst

and manufacturer. ’
EDUCATIONAL PRIVILEGES.
In no State in the Union has more ample provisions been made

to meet the educational wants of the people than in Nebraska. A
vast landed estate, consisting of two sections—1,2S0 acres in eacl
township, or one-eighteenth of its entire area—has been donated tc
the State by the General Government, and set apart as a permanen
endowment of the public schools. It is estimated that these land:
will amount in the aggregate to more than 2,500,000 acres. The
Legislature early passed an act designed to save this munificent
gitt, and to make it of inestimable value to the children of this anc
future generations. The minimum price at which these lands car
be sold is fixed by law at §7 per acre. The school lands sold thu:
far have invariably brought a higher price than could be obtainec
for other lands surrounding them, yielding on an average, $7.50 pe:
acre. The principal thus acerning is guarded by constitutiona
guaranty against diminution, and forms an irreducible school fund
The income derived from this source, already considerable, wil
soon be sufficient to maintain the public schools, and render taxa
tion for school purposes entirely unnecessary. In addition to the
public school land, the State has received a grant ot 130,000 acres tc
establish and endow a university and agricultural college, the build.
ings for which have been erected at lincoln, the State capital, anc
the institution opened under exceedingly favorable auspices. A
State Normal School, for the instruction and training of teachers
is in successful operation at Peru, in Nemaha County; an institu.
tion for the education of the deaf and dumb has been established af
Omaha, and an asylum for the blind is located at Nebraska City.
Tuition in all the schools is free, and the blessings of a good educa.
tion are offered to all the children of the State, without discrimina.
tion on account of sex, color or race. The organization of the
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school system of Nebraska is similar to that of Ohio, and is charac-

terized by an efficiency. scarcely excelled in the older State. The
formation of school districts, and the building of school houses,
keep equal pace with the settlements, placing the means of obtain-
ing an education, upon which rests the foundation of our free
institutions, within the reach of every child in the State.

GOVERNMENT.
The laws of Nebraska are of the most liberal cl.laracter. No dis-

crimination is made between native and naturalized citizens.
Immigrants from other countries having declared their intention to
become citizens, and resided in the State for one year, are entitl®d
to all the privileges of cmzenshlp Imprisonment for debt is un-
known, and every opportunity is given the unfortunate but honest
debtor to redeem his credit and recover his fortunes. The home-
stead and the necessaries of life are exempted from forced sale and
execution, and improvements under the value of one thousand
dollars are exempt from taxation.
SYNOPSIS OF TAX LAW IN NEBRASKA.

Taxes are assessed the first of March each year, and become a lien
from that date. They are levied the first of July, become due the
first of January, and delinquent the first of May following. If not
paid before the first of May, a penalty of one per cent. on the tax is
added on the first day of each month nntil paid, or the land adver-
tised and sold. Delinquent tax land is advertised in October, and
offered for sale in November. Land sold for taxes may be redeemed
any time within two years from date of sale, by paying the original
tax, with interest at one per cent. a month till date of sale, twenty
cents for each parcel advgrtised, and 40 per cent. on total ef these
items from date of sale uhtil redeemed.

LANDS.

The future of Nebraska is brilliant with promises. She lies at
the foot of the mountains, the most western of the agricultural
States; on the'east are all the great trunk lines of railroad, prepared
‘to carry her products to the seaboard cities; on the west, imme-
diately at her doors, is the great mining districts, soon to be occu-
pied by a large population that must draw their supplies of food
from her granaries. - Now, in Nebraska, lands are cheap, inviting
every man to accept a home, independent of the likes, dislikes and
caprices of others. Soon these opportunities will have passed
away. A rapidly increasing population is occupying her rich
valleys and broad table lands. But few years will elapse before
cheap lands will only be a record of history.
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GENERAL INFORMATION,

A GOOD INVESTMENT
O the capitalist, the lands of this company offer a safe and
paying investment. A rapid enhancement in their value.is
inevitable, and large profits are certain to be realized. It is a well
established fact that the wealth af this country is largely due to the

‘rise in value of real estate. Many persons have acquired fortunes.

“witltin the course of a few years by judicious investments in West-
"ern lands. Never was there a more favorable opportunity “for such
investments than the one now presented. The Union Pacific and
. branch railroads already intersect these lands, and other- railroads

. are projected and in progress of construction. Emigration {rom

“the Eastern States and from Europe is largely in advance of any
prevmus year, and is steadily increasing in numbers and improving

: m the character of the emigrants. Money invested in lands at the

present low rates cannot fail to produce, in the course of three or

i * four years, a profit of from one to five hundred per cent. To the
I mechanic or laboring man, who, by careful economy, is able to lay

by a small annual saving, the long-credit system presents a rare op-

" portunity to secure a home and make provision for the future sup-

" port of himself and family. The money placed in land is not

affected by “revulsions,” nor liable to the fluctuations of “stocks.”

~ The credit system gives the man of limited means an equal chance

with the capitalist to avail himself of the present low prices, and by
the payment of a small annual sum, to become in five years the
owner of a farm, and the possessor of a competence and independ-
ence for all future time.

COLONIES. .

The advantages of settling in communites are many and import-
ant. By moving in large numbers, reduced rates of fare and freight
can be secured from railroad and transportation companies. Teams
and expensive farming implements can be purchased jointly, and
mutual aid rendered in erecting buildings, opening farms, etc. A
neighborhood grows up at once, & certain and rapid enhancement
in the value of the land purchased is secured. Good society,
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schools, churches, postoffices, mills, stores, good roads, and all other
conveniences of life, enjoyed in older communities, are created far
earlier than is possible where one settler is located at a time, and
the growth of population is slow and precariods.

These advantages have been fully realized among the colonies al-
ready successfully located at various points in the West, and are at-
tracting the attention of emigrants throughout this country and in
Europe. The result is, that a large proportion of the emigration of
the present season is being accomplished by means of organized
colonization. To all such organizations the lands of the Union Pa-
cific Railroad Company offer inducements, in quality of soil, desir-
ableness of location, facility of access, and prices and terms of pay-
ment, unequaled by the lands of any other section of the United
States, and representatives of colonies will find it greatly to their
interests to give these advantages a thorough examination before

- fixing upon a definite location elsewhere.

Heretofore it has been impossible to obtain lands in a compact
body within accessible distance from railroad communications,
Half the lands were withheld from market for the benefit of the
road, and' the remainder were subject to entry under the Home-
stead and Pre-Emption laws only, and could be obtained but in
limited quantities, and then only by actual settlement upon the
identical tract. This difficulty is now obviated. The offering for
sale of the railroad land opens for occupancy one of the most desir-
able and inviting sections of country on the continent. This re-
gion, lying upon the great Trans-Continental Railroad, in easy
communication with all parts of the world, intersected by numer-
ous streams, whose margins are skirted by timber, where mill-sites
can be found, and all the various forms of industry successfully pur-
sued, offers inducements never before presented to any people. Ex-
cellent selections can be made where the even-numbered sections
may be obtained under the Homestead, Pre-Emption and Timber
laws, and the odd-numbered sections purchased from the company
at low rates and upon favorable terms of payment, enabling com-
munities to lay out town sites, erect mills, build churches and
school houses, and make other improvements in the most eligible
locations.

LOCATION OF COLONIES,

A number of important colonies have, during the past few years,
located along the line of the Union Pacific Railroad. The first one
was & colony of Swedes, numbering about five hundred tamilies,
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who settled in Saunders county in 1869 and 1870. These people,
of whom many were poor, are chiefly engaged in farming. Their
crops have generally been very good; and they have, without scarce-
ly an exceptlon, already succeeded in making comfortable homes
and securing a fair competence. They have several churches and a
number of good schools among them, and are universally esteemed
a8 a moral, industrious people, and an excellent class of citizens.
Wahoo is the nearest town.

Another colony of Swedes is located in Polk county, on the Big
Blue, near the town of Stromsburg. They possess the same traits
of character that distinguish their countrymen in Saunders county,
and are meeting with a similar suceess.

During the present season of 1878, a third colony of Swedes,

from Wisconsin and Northern Illinois, has located in the northern .
part of Hamilton county.

During 1869 and 1870, a colony from Nova Scotia, mostly of
Scotch and English descent, settled in Colfax county, in the vicini-
ty of the town of Schuyler. Uniform prosperity has attended them.
Other settlers have followed; and churches, school houses, mills,
and improved farms give to Colfax county the appearances and the
advantages of an old established community.

A flourishing colony of Danes is located in Howard county, on
the South Fork of the Loup river, in a fertile, picturesque country,
where abundance of good timber is found. Their principal town,
Danneborg, contains stores, shops, ete., and a good flour mill.

In the southeast corner of Howard county, some ten miles north
of Graud Island, is a German Catholic colony, which was located
in the spring of 1876. They have already put up a neat, comforta-
ble church and school house, and the colony bids fair to become a
flourishing settlement. It is called St. Libory, from a town of the
same name in St. Clair county, Illinois. The land is' near mills,

" markets, etc., and has stage connections with Grand Island. It
offers an excellent location for German Catholic emigrants.

West of this settlement, near the town of Berg, in Buffalo coun-
ty, is located a colony of Germans from Saxony. Although but re-
cently established, they are constantly receiving new accessions
from the fatherland, and have every prospect of soon becoming an
important settlement.

The soldiers’ homestead colony, composed almost exclusively of
Ameaican born citizens, is settled in the vicinity of Gibbon, and is
a large and prosperous community. -
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legal forms, which will be furnished him by the land officer in
charge. A fee of fourteen dollars is charged, to cover the expense
of surveying and entering the land. Within a reasonable time
after making an application at the land office, the settler must com-
mence living upor and improving his land, and thereafter, for five
years, he must make the tract his actual home. At the expiration
of the five years, or within two years thereafter, on making proof at
the land office, by two competent witnesses, that he has complied
with the requjrements of law, and paying an additional fee of four
dollars, he will receive a complete title to the land from the govern-
ment, and may thenceforth do with it what he pleases.

Homesteads, for five years, are free from taxation, and cannot be
taken away or sold for debt, but are absolutely secure to the settler
80 long as he occupies and cultivates the land.

Should a homestead settler desire to get a full title to his land
before the end of the five years, he can do so by making proof of
settlement and cultivation up to date, and paying the government
price of $1.25 or $2.50 per acre for the land. -

SOLDIERS’ HOMESTEADS.

Any person, who served at least ninety days in the Union army
or navy during the late war, is entitled to a homestead of one
hundred and sixty ‘acres on the alternate reserved section of public
land within railroad limits, and to have the time of such service
deducted from the five years’ residence required. The settler must,

. however, in all cases, live upon and cultivate the homestead at least

one year before full tittle to the same can be acquired.

THE UNITED STATES TINBER CULTURE LAW,

By a recent act of Congress to encourage the growth of timber
on the Western plains, any person entitled to take a homestead is
also entitled to 160 acres, 80 acres, 40 acres, or a fractional sub-

~ division of less than 40 acres, on condition of planting one-sixteenth

of the tract to timber, and keeping the same in a thrifty, growing
condition for a period of eight years. Residence upon a timber
claim is not required, and it is also exempt trom taxation and from
liability of debt until the issuing of the patent.

Along the line of the Union Pacific Railroad, side by side with
the lands of the company, are millions of acres of rich government

lands that may be obtained under the provisions of the homestead
and timber act.
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IMPORTANT TO EMIGRANTS.

Persons with families should not come West entirely destitnte‘
means to brave the hardships of pioneer life. Many have done
and have succeeded, and in a few years have been numbered amo
the most influential and well-to-do citizens of the State; but it mo:
frequently leads to disappointment, homesickness, and discon
A capital of $200 or $300, after the land is secured, with which d
commence operations, would be of very great advantage. Aner
penditure of $50 will complete a cabin in which a family can
comfortably sheltered. A neat one-story frame house, with fro
two to four rooms, can be built at a cost of from $200 to $600,
Good stabling for stock can be constructed with but little expensei
by the use of a few posts and poles covered with straw or hay.

Settlers coming West, and having a long distance to travel, shonli
dispose of their tarmmg implements and heavy or bulky furniture
Bedsteads, tables, chairs, mattresses, crockery, stoves, ete., ete., etock,‘
teams, wagons, tools of all kinds, and farming 1mplements, better‘
adapted to this country than those left behmd can be purchased‘
here at reasonable rates, frequently at less than would be the cost.
of transportation. Clothing, bedding, table linen, books, plctures,
and other small articles, may be brought with advantage. It is
also well to bring choice graded stock, such as horses, cattle, sheep,!
swine, poultry, ete. ‘

Prices at the West, as in older States, are regulated by the supp1yw
and demand. As a general rule, groceries, dry goods, and articles
of domestic use that can be dlspensed with, are dearer, and the
common. necessaries—meats, flour, grain, potatoes ete.—are cheaper
than in the Eastern States. The following may be taken as average
prices at this date, September 1, 1878: .

‘Work cattle, per YolK........ccorvuucucrnsistiscierereecennernnnnnns. $ 75 00 to $125 00 |
Horses and mules, per pair......cccccceeevemmineeniiiiiinneneennen, 100 00 to =20 60
Driving horses, €aCh......cccevsieereernnnreiencnenirereennnnenes areeenen 75 00 to 200 00
Farm WHBZOII  eeeeeeacecrenennseroneeeerennensnarsssssiorssesmanassnssnncors 000 to 9000
r})rmg WARZOUB. .ceioiemsinirte. vtriuerneecnssenssisceracsasaas soreene 70 00 to 12500
aruess, double set.........c..coovniiiiveiiininnniinnnieiiiiiennnnen, 300 to 4000
LIVE STOCK ,
Yearlings....... cooceeriiiiecrenniconmennuiersorssisistottiniiennnnieennns $ 10 00 to $15 00
TWO Yerr-0ldf.ccuueniiieeiiiiirinunneniiriessessonnertteenereneen 1500 to 2200
Three-year-olds.......coeeeeee earesetesernassseesee anenneretntetaianie 20 00 to 40 00
COWS vttt crrreccoiirrnanieesseanensnn. casresrertonsesssesesiressnecas 20 00 to 50 00
Calves ccceeeiiennrenneans ;
Bheep..coniinnineinnnnnnnns

Hogs. per pound.........
Beet cattle, per pound
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AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS,
'hreshing machines......coivuieiieiciianiiiiiiennnniiiieiiinnnnens $507 00
A VENTRIS. e ieiiiiiiiiiitntieniiiverensncnsaeresesesssessaencocs oun oo 160 00
TOWerS..eiiceiiieninierncacnn ... 8000
rills and seeders... 40 00
jorn planters. . 40 00
Iand planters.. . 100
H IR 0 =) § - TN 8 00
J0rN BLALK CULLEIB cueveennniirnnncenecrreaieronerunnrienneones ... 40 00
JUILIVATONS cucveniiiniiriiciiirtiiineereirnesresnsanscasacsantecsesiannne 20 00
‘ane mills........
teed cutters 6 00
Sulky rakes 25 00
Revolving rakes......ccccoeeriminiiiieinieiiiiieniniiioniennnenn. e 500
TAFFOWS cieveiuiieretnceniteeentesoncsneranesonsssseransesnacnncens e 800
3reaking plows.....ceuierciiiiiiininenieninenneenen. 20 00
stirring plows.....c.coo.... 10 00
Jang plows....
Sulky plows.. e 50.00
TeAAOrS...eieeeiicn 175 00-
WiADA MBS ..uieeieiiiieeiei e reeeerereeteeeteaenerasesesennenen 90 00
Pump and brass cylinder...........
i~-inch pipe; per foot....ccceeerriiiieiiiiiiniininnnee crereeserscsssenens . 20

LUMBER AND BUILDING MATERIAL.

Flooring, dressed and ‘matched, per M
Siding. per M.oooooiiiiieiieeeneciennccnee,
Ceiling, §-in., beaded, per M....
Common boards, per M

Joists, scantling, ete., 18 feet and under, per M............
Fencing, per M.....ooveviiemiieiiiiiiiiiiniciineccrsensenaeeeeeeeen 16 00
Shingles, A, sawed per M. ..cimeeeeeeeeneeeceiininese cevvessssennne
Shingles, No. 1, Per Muciceeuuecriecirisiiiiirnninniesssesnnnen. soseone
Laths, per M......c.ccuiuiieiiiiereienicissiinrennninenesnesssssenns
f-panel doors........eeeeeeeneincicnnesnieenineeissneenenes . 1
Brick, per M.....ccoootievmeinienniiintnennenniennen. . 800
Lime, per barrel.......cccceevvuereeeerenserernennnnnen.

HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE.

Bedsteads.........ccevererinnnnnnnn, cerseeerarnaesierennanans erreeresenna .
Mattresses .....c.ccccureessiicsseninneereneenserennsansnens
Tables cereerreestiesntesanies
Chairs. per doz......ccccvveeereneeens .

Rocking chairs............
Looking glusses...
Kitchen safes.........ccceovueennn...
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..........
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Carpenters. Per daY ... cccceeecesrirreerenninicieisessnneeeerossnne
Masons, per day...cc.cenmreeericsinnneeresenns
Painters. per day......
Blacksmiths. per day... .-
Carriage-makers per day...ccceeceee coee ceeeereneenns
Day laborers, per day......
Shoemakers, per week
Farm hands, per month (including board)..........
Clerks, per 8NNUIM «..ccouereerriiieeriereseererssvssnsnnneeenes
Teachers, per anoum................... ereerriseres sossereensnsnsente

<

:awt:wmww
8838882288

25

to $700" 00
to 200 00
to 100 00
to 80 060
to 60 00
to 2 50
to 8500
to 60 00
to 2500
55 00

to 2500
to 38000
to 8 00
to 10 00
to ‘2500
to 20 00
75 00

to 65 00
to 280 00
to 150 00
15 00

to 8)

to $30 00
to 18 00
to 25 00
to 18 00
17 00
to 18 00
325
2 00
2 00
to 2 00
to 10 00
150

§5555858
QO’F#S\!’F#
28888888

bk st

to $3 00
to 4 00
to 3 00
to 3 00
to 300
to 2 00
to 20 00
to 20 00
to 1,500 00
to 2,000 00
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FARM WORK.
Spnng work is actually commenced in February. Wheat is
sowed in March, and corn planted in May. Prairie should be
broken between the middle of May and the middle of July.

TITLE.

By act of Congress the grant of lands is made directly to the
company. They have been entered 4t the United States land offices,
and are recorded on the plats and tract books of the same. These
entries have been patented, and the title vested in the company is
absolute and in fee simple When a purchase is made, conveyances
are executed, vesting in the purchaser @ complete and perfect tetle,
free from. all wncumbrances.

PRICES AND TERMS OF PAYMENT.

The land is sold for cash down, or on credit. The prices are low,
ranging from $2 to $10 per acre, and varying according to quality,
location, water, timber, and nearness to market. A deduction of
ten per cent. from the credit price is made to those who purchase
for cash.

EXAMPLE. /

Forty acres, at five dollars per acre, on long credit of ten years.
Interest on deferred payments at six per cent. per annum. No in-
terest is taken in advance, and no payment, except the interest due,
is required at the end of the first year.

Principal.| Interest. | Total.
Cash payment down.........ivvveuiiiiininninnnes $20 00 | ... $20 00 -
Payment in one year.....vieviiniiiininien e, $10 80 10 80
two years.......ccceeniernninnn . 20 00 10 80 30 80
e three Years ......cccoceveeriiennnnens 20 00 9 60 29 60
‘" - four Years.......coceceruniiernnennn.. 20 00 8 40 28 40
‘" five years....cccoeeeerivniinieinnnnn 20 00 7 20 27 20
“ BIX years......ccoeeevniiiiinnnnnnnn. 20 0) 6 00 26 00
' BEVEN YEATS .euuuvveeesrerueriosnses 20 00 4 80 24 80
“ eight years.......co.cceeereniiinnn, 20 00 3 60 23 60
" NINE YEeArS...ccceesrrriersrreracnnen. 20 00 240 22 40
“ ten years.......ccceerrinieiinnnennne 20 00 120 21 20

The same land can be bought for $180, cash down. The land
grant bonds of the company are taken at par in payment for the
lands. : »

The land is sold in tracts of forty acres and upwards. When sold
on time, contracts are made out in duplicate, one of which is deliv-
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of tickets and all information pertaining to the transportation ot
family and goods can be ascertained directly from the agents of any
of these lines.

Passengers from Boston and New England can take the

Boston & ALBaNY Ra1LROAD, connecting at Albany with the New
York Central.
Passengers from New York can take the

PennsyLvania CentraL, and Prrrssuren, Forr Wayne anp CHICA-
6o RatLroaps, through the States of New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Iowa, to Nebraska; or the

New York CENTRAL Raroap, runngng along the Hudson river,
and thence through Central New York to Buffalo, where it con-
‘nects with the

Laxe Ssore & MicrieaN SoutHERN, for Cleveland and Chicago, or
the

Canapa SovrnErw, for Toledo, Chicago and Omaha; or they can
take the

Niw Yorx & Ermz RaiLroap, via Buffalo, Dunkirk, Cleveland and
Chicago to Omaha.

Passengers from Baltimore take the

’

Bavrivore & Onro RaiLroap, through Washington, or direct via
‘Wheeling and Chicago, or St. Louis to Omaha, or the

NorraerN CentraL & Pennsyrvania Ramroan, via Harrisburg,
Pittsburgh and Chicago, to Omaha. '
Passengers from Portland, Montreal and Quebec, take the

’GRAND Trunk RaiLway, running through Canada, and connecting
at Detroit with the ’

Mica1eAN"CENTRAL, for Chicago and Omaha.

Passengers from Chicago can take either of the followmg roads,

viz:

Caicaco & NORTHWESTERN, “

Crrcaco, Rock Isranp & Pacrrio,

On1caco, BurLiNnaToN & QuiNcy. -
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:d to the purchaser, and the other retained in the office of the
nd Department. Agents will be found at the principal stations
i the road, prepared to give information, aid parties in making se-
stions, and forward their applications and money to the office of
e Land Department at Omaha. All applications are subject to
e approval of this office, and here the contracts are made out.
Reduced rates for tickets and trelohts are given to colonists and
‘ttlers.

LAND 'EXPLORING TICKETS

re issiied, both one way and round trip, at a trifle over half fare,
1d may be found at most of the principal stations on railroads in
1e Western, Middle and Eastern States. A correct list of stations
‘here land tickets may be found on sale is given in the ProNEEr, a
aper published by the Land Department. These tickets give par-
:es the privilege of stopping off at any or all of the stations along
ae road within the limits of the lands offered for sale, and entitle
he holder to a credit of the full amount of the ticket, if he pur-
hases one hundred and sixty acres, or upwards, or to a credit of
ne-half its amount, if he purchases eighty acres. Good hotels will
'e found at the principal stations on the road, where those in search
f land will be accommodated at reasonable prices.

HOW TO REACH THE U. P. R. R. LANDS.

All persons coming West are cautioned to be on their guard
gainst runners, imposters and unauthorized agents that infest the
allway stations in the towns and cities through which they pass.

It is always best to go directly to -the rallway offices, where you
:an obtain correct information, make the best. arrangements possi-
>le, and secure the lowest rates allowed by the companies.

' To avoid'all annoyances, detentions and ‘other inconveniences on
‘he way, BE CAREFUL TO PURCHASE

THROUGH TICKETS TO OMAHA, NEB.

These tickets may be obtained at all the principal Railway and

Steamship Offices in the United States, Canada and Europe.
" The tollowing through railway lines start from all the principal

points and connect with the
Uniox Pacrric RaiLroap, at Omaha, Nebraska.

The fare is the same by each route.

By examining the list carefully parties will have no difficulty in
ascertaining which is the road to take from their starting place to
reach OMAHA in the safest and most expeditious manner. The cost -
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5 Passengers from Pittsburgh, Columbus and Central Ohio, take
¢ the
rrrsBURGH, CINCINNATI & St. Louis RarLroan.
¢ Passengers from Cincinnati and vicinity should take the
rINCINNATI, Hamirron & Inpranarouis RaiLroap, to Indianapolis,
Peoria, Burlington and Omaha; or the
‘10 & Mississippr RaiLroap, to St. Louis and Omaha.
'« From Indianapoiis and vicinity take the

“NDIANAPOLIS, BLooMiNgToN & WesterN RaiLroap, to Burlington
and Omaha; or the

i1, Louis, VanpaLia, Terre Havte & Inpianaroris RarLroap, to
l: St. Louis and Omaha.

From St. Louis take the
Ly, Louis, Kansas City & NorTuERN RAILROAD; or the
dissourt Pacrric, to Kansas City, thence the
"Tansas Crry, St. Josera & CounciL BLurrs RaiLroap, to Omaha.
From St. Paul take the -

Y
t. PauL & Stoux Crry, thence the

s1oux Crry & Pacrric, to Omaha.

p All these are first class-roads, furnished with all the modern
wpliances for comfort and safety.

Parties in Chicago, and points east of Chicago, can obtain full in-
forma.tlon in regard to cheap lands, free Homesteads and reduced
rates of transportation. And also secure Land Ewuploring Tickets
from Chicago to all places on the Union Pacific Railroad, east of
‘North Platte, at vErY Low RATEs, by applying in person or by letter
to I. 8. HODSON, No. 57 Clark Street, Chicago, ILr.

Full information can also be obtained at the Union Pacific Rail-
woad Office, No. 287 Broadway, New York; M. H. Judd, Council
Bluffs, Iowa; R. E. McCorkle, 132 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa.;
Fred. M. Funk, 116 Market Street Philadelphia; W. L. Greene,
287 Broadway New York; James F. Aglar, 406 Pine Street, St.
Louis, Mo.; D. C. Blackman, Nat’l. Hotel, Buffalo, New York.
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EMIGRANT HOUSE.
On their arrival at East Omaha, passengers will find near the

Railroad Depot, a large, commodious emigrant house, fitted up
with kitchen, sleeping apartments, washing and dressing rooms,
and other conveniences, where strangers, with their families and
baggage, can be comfortably accommodated at a smnall expense,
until they can select their land, or make other arrangements. This
‘building was erected expressly for the comfort and convenience of
emigrants; it is under charge of the,company’s agents, whose duty
it is to give all needful information and assistance, and to see that
the settlers are protected from imposition and fraud. The Land
Department has an office near the depot, where maps showing the
location of the lands may be examined, and full information respect-
ing the quality of the land, prices, terms of payment, etc., obtained.
Maps are furnished showing the lands still for sale. The first
one embraces the district contained in the first one hundred miles
west of the Missouri River; the second map contains the distriet
included in the second one hundred miles of the grant; the third
shows the lands extending west from the old Fort Kearney military
reservation. These maps are furnished gratuitously to persons
desiring to examine the land, on application in person at the office
of the Land Department, in the Union Pacific Railroad Building,
corner of Ninth and Farnam streets, or by letter addressed to

o " LEAVITT BURNHAM, -
Land Comumissioner U. P. B. R. Co., Omaha, Neb.
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WHAT TO DO AND WHERE TO GO..

HE Government and Railroad lands along the line of the
Union Pacific Railroad are now the only available lands on
the great Main Street across the Continent. The location of these
lands is in the geographical center of the United States, and within
the great central belt of population, commerce, and wealth, which,
beginning at Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, embraces Buffalo
and Pittsburgh, Detroit and Cincinnati, St. Louis and Chicago, and
Kansas City and Omabha.

By the census of 1870 this belt was found to contain two-thirds
of the population, four-fifths of the real and personal property,
.three-fourths of the schools, public libraries, and newspapers, and
four-fifths of the number of churches in the United States.

The climate is a medium between that of the regions farther
north, where the winter lasts half the year, and that of those nearer
the Gulf of Mexico, where the summer parches the earth with its
merciless heats. The atmosphere being dry, the extremes of
temperature are not objectionable, as are those of the moist atmos-
.phere of Eastern States.

The mineral districts contain gold and silver; also coal, iron,
lead, copper, zinc, soda, salt, sulphur, alum, and borax; these afford
a safe investment for the capitalist, also the assurance of an un-
limited supply and cheap prices to the consumer.

The pastoral districts present extensive opportunities for the en-
gaging in raising of horses, cattle, and sheep. No branch of hus-
bandry offers more certain and profitable returns than stock-raising.
The shipments of beef to England have, during the present year,
exceeded 8,000,000 pounds Weekly, all of which was fatted on the
Western plains.

"The towns, from their rapid growth, present openings for the
success of stores and factories; the establishment of which would
require but a small capital.

The farming districts possess advantages superior to those of any
other section of the United States. The soil is of the best yet an-
alyzed. The climate is not too cool for corn, nor too hot for wheat.
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It is within this belt of two hundred miles that agriculture can be
more diversified than without its limits. The winters are short,
<therefore stock is not housed any great length of time, thereby ob-
viating the necessity of providing a large supply of winter food.
The market facilities are pre-eminently advantageous; the Union
Pacific Railroad being a link of the great commercial artery between
the 1arkets of Europe, the leading cities of the Eastern States, and
the extensive mining districts of the Western States, the Pacific
Slope, the Orient and the Antipodes.

The progress of the settlement and cultivation of the West is one
of the most interesting phases of American history. The rapidity
and intelligence which the “Star of Empire” moves westward is
prophetic of future national greatness beyond the every-day thoughts
of even New England’s greatest minds. The line moves forward
about sixteen miles every year, forming a salient angle at those
points where railroads or the richest lands have drawn the new-
comers. KEvery year there passes from the dominion of the govern-
ment an area three times greater than that of Massachusetts; and
the child is now living who is to see the great fertile tract between
the Missouri and the Rocky Mountains occupied by a prosperous
people. -

For Maps, “The Guide,” “The Pioneer,” and information relative
to special fares, prices and location of lands, address,

LEAVITT BURNHAM,
Land Commvigsioner U. P. B. R. Co., Omaha, Neb.





