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 Guide to Railroad Historical Resources, is organized by state and then by railroad name with a separate list of ma-
jor equipment suppliers - locomotive builders, car manufacturers, signal companies, 1600 pages.  It tells where to find what 
at about 700 locations in U.S. and Canada with each location showing holdings in nine categories of subjects. A complete 
listing of all companies (four bound volumes) is on file at Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania at Strasburg and possibly Cali-
fornia State Railroad Museum at Sacramento and Barriger Library at University of Missouri, St. Louis. It is alphabetical and 
includes listings of no reference value such as photos of factory switching locomotives.  
  It also includes a list of about 3500 special collections and the thirty best reference source libraries and historical 
societies, based on my visit and contacts to them. I found that the Chicago area is the best location in the Unite States for do-
ing railroad research. However it lacks a railroad reference center such as at St. Louis, Dallas, Sacramento and Strasburg. 
Until killed in 1993 by the Railway and Locomotive Historical Society’s president, Chicago was being planned for the col-
lection instead of it being stuck at Sacramento, which isn’t much more convenient than Muncy to visit and use. 
 

PREFACE 
 

 This was my first effort at finding where information could be located. The project began in 1987 after doing a de-
finitive study of the logging and other private railroads in Pennsylvania. The Guide project as originally planned would cata-
log holdings at 40 major location throughout the United States. I estimated maybe 5,000 railroads. Like all other major inter-
ests, the project outgrew my original thinking and ended up listing the holdings at about 700 locations, as given in this Book 
#1 and 20,000 company names. It totaled 1900 pages. In doing Book #1 by state, I have omitted the numerous photos found 
of industrial locomotive pictures. They have no potential reference value. 
 In 2003 I added 60 pages of changes and additions. I had hoped to merely merge this new information into the exist-
ing Guide, but that proved unfeasible to do. I list them at the end of each state, but have placed an * on the original Guide at 
each name that has material in the Addition. If you do not know the state of the railroad that you are interested in, do a ran-
dom word search of its name. Except for the largest of railroads those that operated in more than one state have their material 
duplicated in each state.  For the largest multi-state railroads at the beginning of the state lists, I tell in what state the Addenda 
material is shown.  

 
 

This work is not copyrighted and may be reproduced without permission in any way or completeness with my best wishes. 
This work was not financed by any grants or give - away money. It all came out of my pocket for your benefit, my gift to 

you, and so please use it 
 

 



BOOK #1 

TABLE OF CONTENTS
CONTACTING RESEARCH LOCATIONS

Procedure
INTRODUCTION

General
Limitations
How to Use the Guide

RESOURCE LOCATIONS
General
Thirty Largest and Diversified Libraries
By Location Name (OCLC) Abbreviation
Organized by State  and Canada
Excellent Reference Books 

DETAILED COLLECTION DESCRIPTIONS
Introduction
Definitions of Listing’s Headings 
Collection Descriptions -Numbered Collections in ARCH (Archive)
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Detailed Railroad Listings of holdings by State*
Detail Major Railroad Listings by Name

of the Railroad and Includes Their Predecessors
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(Collections that have been moved,  new resource locations abbreviations and full name-addresses, resource 
locations by state, special collections)
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The Author
Source materials

* Major (Class I) railroads located in several states are listed by railroad name and not included in 
the state listings





















Resource Locations
by Location Name OCLC Abbreviation

AARL - CZL
DBA - GZU

HAAG - LYU
MAH - NYUTI

OAKMU - SYBF
TAL - ZYU

See Resource Location Names Organized by State and then Canada beginning on page 28 to 33.





































































Collection Descriptions
Numbered Collections in ARCH Archive Column

1 - 200
201 - 400
401 - 600
601 - 800
801 - 1000
1001 - 1200
1201 - 1400
1401 - 1600
1601 - 1800

1801 - 2000
2001 - 2200
2201 - 2400
2401 - 2600
2601 - 2800
2801 - 3000
3001 - 3223
4001 - 4101



COLLECTION DESCRIPTIONS (SPECIAL COLLECTIONS)





























































































































































DETAIL LISTING OF RAILROAD HOLDINGS BY STATE

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana

Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
Canadian railway names are listed 
alphabetically instead of by province

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































DETAIL LISTING OF HOLDINGS BY RAILROAD NAME
AND PREDECESSORS

Alton - Atlantic Coast Line – Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe

Baltimore & Ohio

Bangor & Aroostook RR – Bessemer & Lake Erie – Boston & Maine RR

Canadian National – Canadian Pacific –Central RR of New Jersey

Central of Ga. RR – Central Verrmont - Chesapeake & Ohio

Chicago & Eastern Illinois - Chicago & North Western –Chicago, Burlington & Quincy

Chicago Great Western – Chicago, Indianapolis & Louisville (Monon) - Chicago Milwaukee & St. Paul

Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific – Clinchfield – Delware & Hudson – Delaware, Lackawanna & Western

 Denver & Rio Grande Western

Detroit, Toledo & Ironton – Duluth Missabe & Iron Range – Duluth, Southe Shore and Atlantic – Eljin,

 Joliet & Eastern – Erie – Florida East Coast – Georgia – Grand Trunk – Grand Trunk Western –

 Great Northern – Gulf, Mobile & Ohio

Illinois Central – Illinois Terminal – Kansas City Southern – Lehigh & New England – Lehigh Calley -

 Long Island - Louisville & Nashville

Maine Central - Minneapolis & St. Louis – Minneapolis, St. Paul & Sault Ste Marie - Missouri Kansas

 Texas – Missouri Pacific

Nashville Chattanooga & St. Louis – New York Central

New York, Chicago & St. Louis – New York, Ontario & Western - New York, New Haven & Hartford

Norfolk & Western – Norfolk Southern (first) – Northern Pacific

Pennsylvania RR

Pittsburgh & Lake Erie – Pittsburgh & West Virginia – Reading

Rutland – St. Louis San Francisco – St. Louis Southwestern – Seaboard Airline

Southern Ry

Southern Pacific – Spokane, Portland & Seattle

Texas & Pacific – Union Pacific – Virginian

Wabash – Western Maryland – Western Pacific – Wheeling & Lake Erie















































Detailed Listing of Non Railroad Companies
That Served the Railroad Industry

 What follows are the names of locomotive and car builders, equipment dealers, 
private car owners/companies, railroad suppliers, and miscellaneous companies. I list the 
company names and then a selection of the details of representative specific company 
holdings locations and their contents. The original “Guide to Railroad Historical Resources” 
gives the holdings for all the companies. Copies of the four volume Guide are located at 
the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission’s Railroad Museum, P.O. Box 15, 
Strasburg, Pa. 17579, the California State Railroad Museum, Sacramento and the Barriger 
Library, University of Missouri, St. Louis.
 The railroad supplier companies includes many sales pamphlets of their railroad 
product lines.

Locomotive Builders
Car Builders

Used Equipment Dealers
Private Car Owners / Companies

Railroad Supplier Industries except Locomotive and Car Builders
Miscellaneous



























































































‘ 

 

The Author 
 

      I grew up in the twilight of steam locomotives. I wish I had 
been born a few years earlier, but at least I enjoyed being a part 
of the twilight. As a result tourist railroads do not interest me 
such as a Pennsylvania RR K-4 pulling four coaches at 30 mph 
with a load of the public. I rode behind a K4 in the first of a ten 
car Sunday afternoon with an open window coach. (Air-
conditioned “cocoon” cars I have thoroughly disliked.) Coming 
into Long Branch station I noticed it was carrying green flags – 
first section. (Has Amtrak ever run two sections?) Departing we 
were soon up to 80, and then I heard a slight change in the ex-
haust – the engineer had opened the throttle wider, and we soon 
were doing 90 until we got to the Mattawan trestle. 
     At age 15 every Saturday for three years was spent with the 
local freight train crew who in effect was the now well-known 
Big Brothers movement. I first learned the trainmen duties ex-
cept climbing on cars to set or release hand brakes. At age 16 I 
began to learn to hand fire their 2-8-0. The Lackawanna Rail-
road’s coal I was told was terrible. In chemistry class after 
school I tested it and found it to be just as they said. 9,000 
B.T.U instead of the normal 12,000. When I was 23 on the Ca-
nadian National I hand fired a 2200-ton train over the subdivi-
sion using good coal. What a difference! That was one of the 
fastest three hours I ever enjoyed. It also turned out to be the 
last time I ever fired a locomotive in revenue service.  
     The years of “Big Brother” every Saturday and intermittently 
later altered my thinking as would be later confirmed in a col-
lege questionnaire concerning the way blue collar workers think 
and act. It allowed me as an industrial engineer to accomplish 
things that my successors could not do.  
      The railroad hobby very seldom passes from father to son, 
but I was an exception. For my sixth birthday I got a baby 
brownie camera, and a few days later we went to Dover, New 
Jersey and I took my first train pictures. At that age my father 
had already four headlights from Southern Iron and Equipment 
Company going back to whale oil in the early 1870s, six bells 
doing back to the 1830s, and two railroad signals, one being a 
New Haven Railroad banner signal, the earliest automatic signal 
of the 1880s. 
        A size 116 camera followed a year later when I was seven, 
and at 16 my father gave me his duplicate postcard camera.  
From then, 1945, until the end of steam, 1958, I took engine 
pictures and in the 1950s 16 mm movies. I photographed the 
engines in every dead line. For me it was quantity rather than 
quality. In hindsight, before I gave my negatives to the State of 
Pennsylvania Railroad Museum at Strasburg, I should have 
thrown out possibly as many as half of the engine pictures for 
they have no value. than quality was typical of all young people 
the and now – quantity and not quality was my goal and is still 
for railfan photographers. 

In 1937 I had my first fan trip to Baldwin. I was the only 
child on it. The following year I  helped prepare DL&W 952 for 
the New York Worlds Fair.  1943 saw my first exposure to his 

torical research by helping my father look for railroad items in 
1830s newspapers, and the following year striking out on my 
own doing scholarly railroad research on the Morristown and 
Erie Railroad and the Rockaway Valley RR.   

  The M. & E. in a junk pile had a 12 inch section of 80# 
rail, which I just had to have. Because it was so valuable (to me 
and maybe to them) I was afraid to ask. A week later I returned 
with a large brief case and stole it. I still use it for several pur-
poses such as a weight when gluing something. It is now “his-
toric.” While the engine terminal is still there, there is nothing 
that dates back prior to the 1950s, except my well used former 
main line track. 

My father got about 6000 feet of 16 mm movie film being 
discarded by the A.A.R. in 1945 for the Railroadians of Ameri-
ca. I organized it into ten or twelve reels of film including a 400 
foot reel of trains at the Pennsy’s Horseshoe Curve and 
Gallitzin, two reels on the D. M. & I. R., RR. I also found and 
organized Frisco WWII oil trains and the R. F. & P. at Wash-
ington One reel is has much of it devoted to box cars being 
humped with many emblems of the numerous railroads, now all 
long gone. Among the discarded were also repeated views of a 
man getting out of bed. Maybe he was an engineering being 
called for a train.   

Prior to entering college in September 1947 I had traveled 
by bicycle but never a car, hiking railroads, bus – a 1930 jitney 
to Mendham, and train as far as Flemington and Trenton’s capi-
tal and court houe, to  seek information from old timers, news-
papers, and court house records. One trip was to cover the 
Rockaway Valley’s southern half from Gladstone to White 
House. I rode my bike from Madison five miles to Summit, put 
it on a train for the 22 miles to Gladstone, began my12 miles 
bike exploration until I reached a tee in the road which the map 
did not show. I knocked on a house for directions. An elderly 
lady answered and in asking her, she said she had several old 
Rockaway Valley pictures. She gave them to me. I never saw 
duplicates. Why the road junction was not shown I have no 
idea, but it resulted in one of the best picture finds I had with 
the R. V.   Thus began my cold searching for railroad pictures 
and interviewing hundreds of people who I did not know for 
information and pictures merely by knocking on doors after a 
stop at the post office or general store revealed the area’s old 
timers.  During the 40 years I did this, I only had four people 
who refused to pull out pictures that they had. Later there were 
obtained when the individuals had died and were revisted by 
others. At White House I took the CNJ to Elizabeth and then 
biked the 13 miles home. 

The interesting thing (to me) is that I thought what I was 
doing/did any intelligent young railfan would do. No way! It 
wasn’t until decades later during which time I had never learned 
of another teenager doing what I just automatically did that I 
was highly unusual. 

                 TTT
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Publications by Thomas T. Taber III (as of March 2013) 

 
Name                                                                                                                                               Year         Qty   Pages 
Baldwin Locomotive Magazine Index          1948         300        76 
Editor - Railroadians of America "Train Sheet"  (1956-1962)          1956-62    
Climax - An Unusual Locomotive *               1960      2,000+     100 
Short Lines of the Treasure State  (Montana)       (Manuscript only                       1960             4     200 
History of Sprout Waldron & Co.                          1961&85  600       30 
Editor - Muncy Junior Chamber of Commerce Newsletter             1963-64 
This Is Muncy (Pa.)           1966      1,000       94 
Morristown & Erie Railroad           1967      1,000       68 
Ghost Lumber Towns of Central Pennsylvania               1970    23,260       80 
The Goodyears - An Empire in the Hemlocks               1971    14,000       92 
Muncy Valley Lifeline (Williamsport & North Branch RR and Eagles Mere RR)            1972      9,600      68 
Sunset Along Susquehanna Waters                 1972     21,100      88 
The Rock-A-Bye Baby (Rockaway Valley RR)   1972    3,000       56 
Whining Saws and Squealing Flanges                1972   12,,800    100 
Tanbark, Alcohol & Lumber                 1974    11,660    120 
Saw Mills Among the Derricks                 1975     11,250    120 
Bicentennial - Sesquicentennial Borough of Muncy           1976      1,000     102 
Chronological History of Muncy, Pa.           1977          25     200 
Logging Railroad Era of Lumbering in Penna. - Preface, Index, and Addenda             1978      2,800       78 
Delaware Lackawanna & Western RR in the 20th Century, Vol. 1*             1980      4,200     380 
Delaware Lackawanna & Western RR in the 20th Century, Vol. 2*             1981      4,200     400 
Editor & Historian, Muncy Historical Society "Now and Then" (1982-1989)          1982-89    700      700 
Main Street and Other Historic Properties in Muncy  (           1983           2      280 
Marriages and Deaths of the Muncy Area, 1830-1905           1983           2      450 
History of the Williamsport Hospital  (Manuscript only)              1984  2     150 
Railway & Locomotive Historical Society Bulletin Index, Issues 1-151    1985    1,000      176 
Williamsport & Elmira RR            1986       600 +     20 
Historical Locomotive and Development, U.S. and Foreign RRs             1989   2,000      366 
Railroad Encyclopedia & Atlas of Pennsylvania                                  1987         406     512 
Short Line Steam in Pennsylvania                           1987      1,000      64 
Through the Years - Eagles Mere Presbyterian Church           1987         800      14 
I Remember - Growing up in Madison, New Jersey, 1934-47 (manuscript)              1988             3      89 
Muncy - A Firm Foundation in the Past           1988             ?       40 
Susquehanna, Bloomsburg & Berwick RR            1989         500 +    20 
Guide to Railroad Historical Resources (4 volumes)  1993            ?   1900 
History of Muncy           1994            52    550 
Chronological History of Williamsport & Lycoming County            1995              5    100 
Williamsport - Lumber Capital    1995       2,000    100 
Railroad Periodicals Index    2001        500      873 
Hudson Bay  Railroad History            2003         150       80 
Railroad Book & Thesis Bibliography            2004         300  450 
Elk River Coal & Lbr. Co. logging RR book             2005                  28 
History of the Terminal RR Association of St. Louis  2005       1,000     80 
Oral Memoirs of Eastern United States Logging           2006             8     290 
Antebellum Railroads 1831-1860 History           2008         100     760 
Maine Railroads           2009           50      240 
History and Memoir of the Railway and Locomotive Historical Society          2010     8  & CD    74 
The Railroad Hobby – 2010               2010            60      540 
Railroad Historical Researching           2013          CD 
 
TOTAL Editor  3 periodicals; Author/coauthor 31 books & booklets.  Compiler 13 books & booklets; 126,,862+ copies  10,040+ 
 pages. 
*  co-author 
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